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From the opportunity 
right of residence to 
the right to remain.
Information for people who  
will apply for the Opportunity 
Residence Act “Chancen-Aufent- 
halt“ (§ 104c) or who already 
have it.

EN
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Have you already applied for the 
Opportunity Residence Title? 
Or have you already received the 
Opportunity Residence Permit?
Here you will find out step by step what you need to take 
care of after the immigration authorities have issued you 
with an Opportunity Residence Permit.

If you are considering applying for the Opportunity Residence  
Permit or you already have the Opportunity Residence  
Permit, it is important to read this brochure carefully. After 
you have received the Opportunity Residence Permit, you 
must meet certain conditions within 18 months in order to 
receive a long-term residence permit according to §25a or 
§25b Residence Act.

If you fail to do this, you will fall back into toleration 
(Duldung) and will not be able to apply for the Opportunity 
Stay (Chancen-Aufenthalt) again.

Are you planning to  
apply for the Opportunity 
Residence Act (§ 104c)?
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First of all: brief information about the  
Opportunity Permit according to 104c  
Residence Act (Chancen-Aufenthalt)

Who can apply for an Opportunity Residence Permit?
People who entered Germany before October 31, 2017 and had been  
tolerated or permitted for at least 5 years without interruption on the deadline 
date, October 31, 2022, or had another residence permit.

What do I not need to get the Opportunity Residence Permit?
You do not need to have your identity clarified in order to get the Opportunity 
Residence Permit and you must not have had a job yet.

What can I do with the Opportunity Residence Permit?
For example, you can work and attend German and integration courses and 
claim benefits for participation in working life (Jobcenter).

Until when can I apply for the Opportunity Residence Permit?
You can apply for the Opportunity Residence Permit until December 31, 2025.

How long is the Opportunity Residence Permit valid?
The opportunity residence permit is valid for 18 months. Before the end of 
the 18 months it is essential that you apply for a new residence permit at your  
immigration authority, as the residence permit in accordance with Section 
104c of the Residence Act is only issued once and cannot be extended.

Who can I contact if I have questions about the Opportunity Residence 
Act „Chancen-Aufenthalt“?
You can contact us if you have any questions about the Opportunity Residence 
Act. Email: cast@fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de

Further information at:
https://fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/104c/

At a glance

»» After a successful application, you will have the Opportunity  
Residence Permit for 18 months (Section 104c of the Residence Act).

»» If you do not apply for and receive another residence permit  
(according to § 25a or § 25b) before the end of these 18 months,  
you will then only receive a toleration permit (Duldung).

»» During the 18 months if you are not a pupil, trainee or student, you must:

1.	 Learn German (level A2)
2.	 Find a job
3.	 Prove your integration
4.	 Clarify your identity (especially via passport)

Toleration (Duldung)

Opportunity Residence Permit

18 months: 
language & integration, work, identity

Residence permit 
§ 25a AufenthG or § 25b AufenthG

mailto:cast@fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de
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Do you speak German at A2 level?

No, my German is so good that the 
employees at the immigration office 
will see in conversation that I speak 

German at A2 level.

Would you like to acquire a language 
certificate that confirms that you 

speak German at A2 level?

Then please register for the German 
course. If you need help with this, 

just write to us: 
cast@fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de

You can find more information about 
where you can learn German here: 

https://fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/sprache/

Do you know where you can learn 
German and where you can acquire a 

language certificate?

You can find further information on the 
subject of placement tests and language 

proficiency assessments here: 
https://fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/sprache/

Have you ever tested how good your 
German is?

Then you have most likely met the 
first requirement for applying for 

residency with sustainable 
integration (§ 25b).
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1. Language

If you have already obtained the Opportunity Residence Permit, then you have 
18 months to learn German at A2 level. You must meet this requirement in  
order to receive a Residence permit § 25b AufenthG, which is granted to  
people who can demonstrate sustainable integration in Germany. The law 
states that you must speak German orally at A2 level. 
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Have you already attended an 
integration course or taken a 

naturalization test?

You can find further information on 
the topic of integration courses here:

https://fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/sprache/

Do you have proof of this?

Then you have most likely met 
the second requirement for 
applying for residency with 

sustainable integration (§ 25b).

2. Integration

If you already have the Opportunity Residence Permit, you have 18 months to 
prove your integration. You must meet this requirement in order to receive a 
residence permit with sustainable integration (§ 25b). 
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Do you already have a job?

Exceptions: The law provides for some exceptions to the requirement to 
secure one's own livelihood. E.g. for students and trainees or for people who 

are unable to support themselves due to a physical, mental or emotional 
illness or disability. You can find out about the exceptions here:

Here you will find further information about where 
you can continue your education and how you can 

have your existing qualifications recognized:

Do you already have degrees that qualify you 
for a specific job? (Graduation, vocational 

training, etc.?)

Would you like to complete a school-leaving 
certificate or a vocational qualification before 

looking for work?

https://fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/arbeit/

The Jobcenter responsible for you will support you 
in securing your livelihood and finding a job.

Here is more information about where and 
how to find work:

No, I need financial support from the state.

Your livelihood is considered to be secured primarily through employment if 
more than half of your (shared) household’s income comes from 

employment. The respective shared household (community of dependence) 
includes the people with whom you live and make a living together.

Here you can find out exactly how much of your living expenses must be 
covered by your income:

YES NO

Then you have most likely met 
the third requirement for 

applying for residency with 
sustainable integration (§ 25b).

Do you earn enough from your work to support 
yourself?

3. Work

If you already have the Opportunity Residence Permit, you have 18 months to 
secure your livelihood primarily through employment. The authorities must be 
able to assume that your livelihood will continue to be secured in the future. 
The authorities assume this especially if the person is employed with sufficient 
income. 
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Have you already clarified your identity to the 
authorities? (Do the authorities already have 

your passport?)

You may be denied the right to remain 
in Germany if you have provided false 

information about your identity or 
nationality in the past.

However, deception of identity does 
not automatically lead to the expiry of 

the Opportunity Residence Permit. 
Here you can find out why in certain 

cases it can make sense to clarify your 
identity in order to get the right of 

residence, despite providing incorrect 
information about your identity or 

nationality:

Then you will find help here on 
how to get your passport or ID 

card replacement:

Then you don't need to do anything 
else here and can concentrate fully 

on finding a job and learning 
German.

Can you already foresee that you 
will not be able to present your 
passport/passport replacement 

within 18 months?Have you provided false information about 
your identity in the past?

https://fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/identitaet/

YES

You must now prove that you 
have taken all necessary and 
reasonable options to clarify 
your identity. There is more 
information about what you 

should try to clarify your identity 
under the following link:

Attention! Be particularly careful in 
such cases and always seek advice 
from a lawyer, as such deception 

can also have criminal 
consequences for you. Here you 

will find more information about 
lawyers you can contact:

4. Identity clarification

If you already have the Opportunity Residence Permit, you have 18 months 
to clarify your identity. To do this, you must be able to present a passport or 
a substitute ID card (e.g. travel document for “foreigners”). So do your best to 
organize all the documents and papers regarding your identity. However, make 
sure that all other requirements (language, work, integration course) for the 
residence permit with sustainable integration (§ 25b) are also met. 



Additional information:

Opportunity Residence Permit:  
https://www.fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/104c/

on the topics of language & integration:  
https://www.fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/sprache/ 

on the topic of work: 
https://www.fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/arbeit/

on the topic of identity: 
https://www.fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/identitaet/

about the CAST project:  
https://www.fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/ueber_uns/projekte/cast-
chancenaufenthalt-in-sachsen-anhalt/ 

Contact: 
What is the best way to contact us?
If you need our support, then request an appointment with us 
via e-mail or send us a message on Signal. We will then reply 
as quickly as possible and tell you where you can meet us or 
whether a telephone appointment will suffice. We can advise 
you throughout Saxony-Anhalt and are happy to come to you. 

You can find our contact details here:

CAST team:  
	cast@fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de
 +49 157 38303546 or  

 +49 159 06725150 or  

 +49 176 42762920

Important information: The following address is only our postal address. 
You can send letters there. Our counselling sessions take place in other 
rooms. We will let you know the address as soon as we have made an 
appointment with you.

Postal address:
	 Refugee Council Saxony-Anhalt/ Flüchtlingsrat Sachsen-Anhalt e.V. 
	 Schellingstraße 3-4, 39104 Magdeburg
	+49 391 50 54 96 13

https://www.fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/104c/
https://www.fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/sprache/
https://www.fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/arbeit/
https://www.fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/identitaet/
https://www.fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/ueber_uns/projekte/cast-chancenaufenthalt-in-sachsen-anhalt/
https://www.fluechtlingsrat-lsa.de/ueber_uns/projekte/cast-chancenaufenthalt-in-sachsen-anhalt/
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Call for donations

Please support our work to improve the living situation of refugees with a donation!

So that we can continue to provide independent and substantial impulses strengthening 
the rights of refugees in the future and continue to inform you about our work if necessary.

Donation account:
Account holder:	 Flüchtlingsrat Sachsen-Anhalt e.V.
IBAN:	 DE41 4306 0967 1210 6435 00
BIC:	 GENODEM1GLS
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